Oxford and its Story

Congregation of regents met9 whilst the Convocation,
or the Great Congregation of regents and non-regents
was held in the chancel of the church.

Here, then, we may imagine the Chancellor
sitting, surrounded by doctors and masters of the
Great Congregation as the scene was formerly depicted
in the great west window of S. Mary's, and is still
represented on the University seal.

I have referred to the " chests " which were kept in
the upper chamber. This was in fact the treasure-
house of the University, and here were stored in great
chests doubly and trebly locked, like the " Bodley "
chest in the Bodleian, the books and money with which
the University had been endowed for the benefit of her
scholars.

Mr Anstey (Mttnimenta Academlca] has given a
brilliant little sketch of the scene which the fancy
may conjure up when the new guardians of the
chests were appointed and the chests opened in their
presence.

It is the eve of the Festival of S. John at the Latin
Gate, in the year of Grace 1457. To-morrow is
the commemoration day of W. de Seltone, founder
of the chest known by his name. Master T. Parys,
Principal of S. Mary Hall, and Master Lowson are
the new guardians, the latter the north countryman of
the two. High mass has just been sung with com-
memoration collects, and solemn prayers for the repose
of the souls of W. de Seltone and all the faithful de-
parted. It is not a reading (legible) day, so the church
is full. But now all have left, except a few ragged-
looking lads, who still kneel towards the altar, and
seem to be saying their Pater Nosters and Ave Marias,
according to their vow, for their benefactor. Master
Parys and Master Lowson, however, have left earlier ;
they have passed out of the chancel and made their way
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